	Practices and Procedures
	Standards-based Structures

	What are the clear and concise procedures for daily routines such as entering the classroom, gathering materials, moving from task to task, etc.?

School-wide:

· School-wide practices and procedures are established.
· No interruptions during instructional time.

· Procedures are in place to gather and use assessments.

Classroom:

· Standards are referenced and accessible to students.

· There is a specific framework to classroom instruction:  For example, 
warm-up (linked to learning), opening (directly linked to the standards), work session, closing (linked to opening).  Time format will change according to the discipline.

· Materials and resources are accessible to students.
· Students can explain expected roles and responsibilities.

· Students transition from one task to another smoothly


	What structures are in place that serve as the foundation for standards-based classrooms?  (i.e. classroom design, instructional delivery modes, scheduling, unit development, etc.)

School-wide:

· Schedule includes time for teacher collaboration for unit development.

· Schedule includes time for teachers to observe peers.

· Schedule includes time for teachers to participate in professional learning activities.

· Time is allotted during the instructional day to support struggling students and to support students who are already meeting standards.  (Pyramids of Intervention)
Classroom:

· An instructional framework is in place.  For example:  warm-up, opening, work session, closing.
· Curriculum units of study are developed using a common framework.

· Instructional time is maximized.  (For example, we are researching examples and will get these to you Friday).  There is a block of time for uninterrupted reading/writing.

· Classroom library with varied levels of texts and genres.
· A variety of instructional delivery modes are incorporated into teaching and learning. (For example, modeling, demonstrations, small-group instruction, whole group instruction, one-on-one instruction, etc.)

· Students may be grouped by interest, by needs, by learning styles heterogeneously, etc.  The groups are flexible and change on a regular basis.
· Students are working in a variety of settings (pairs, groups, and independently).

· Expectations are clearly defined for students by posting essential questions and/or standards and elements being taught in the unit.  The students and the teacher have a clear understanding of the standards.
· The classroom is arranged to support a variety of delivery modes.



Teaching and Learning in a Standards-Based Classroom

Teaching and Learning in a Standards-Based Classroom
	Standards-based Instruction
	Standards-based Assessment

	What instructional strategies are in place to support standards-based learning, differentiation, student engagement, etc.?

· Instruction is linked to the standards and elements.

· Students apply new learning in performance tasks.

· Students know the expectations for mastery through rubrics, benchmarks, etc.

· Content is presented in a logical fashion.
· Student learning goals are clear and challenging and based on the standards.
· Students are engaged and actively involved in learning.

· Standards-based displays are used for teaching (benchmark work, commentary and student work examples)

· Teachers model during the opening focused lesson (For example read-aloud)

· Teachers use a variety of grouping and delivery methods to accommodate learning styles.  Instruction is differentiated to meet student needs.
· Teachers conference with individual students and coach to improve performance.

· Students evaluate their own work.
· Students evaluate each other’s work and provide feedback.

· Students are given opportunities to revise their work.

· Teachers use guided and independent practice for instruction.

· Students are matched to appropriate text levels in all content areas.

· The 25-books standard is evident in all content area classrooms.  The textbook is only one resource for students.  Students are reading across a wide variety of genres and know how to choose texts that interest them and that are at an appropriate level.

· Students are actively engaged in mathematics.  They use manipulatives, use multiple representations to solve problems and are encouraged to revise their work.

· Students are encouraged to write daily in a variety of genres on self-selected topics.
· Students are actively engaged in inquiry.

· The teacher is circulating among the students, talking to students, making notes of progress, addressing student needs, etc.
· Work is authentic to the real world.

· Instruction is data-driven.

· Students and teachers use a common language related to the standards.


	What assessment opportunities are provided to hold student work to the standards and provide feedback to move students toward standards?

· Commentary is in place that includes the three areas of feedback:  strengths, areas of weaknesses, and next steps.
· Teachers conference with students to monitor progress and provide feedback.

· Teacher organize assessment to record student needs to plan for instruction.  For example, assessment notebooks are used to organize information such as class profiles (to gauge class needs) and individual student conferencing notes (to gauge individual progress and needs).

· Teachers are meeting to assess student work
· Student work is analyzed according to the standards on a regular basis and is used to guide instructional decisions.

· Opportunities are provided for students to share, assess, and explain their work.
· Periodic assessments of student progress are implemented to determine needs.
· Writing prompts and mock writing tests based on the standards are given on a regular basis.

· Rubrics are developed collaboratively by teachers.
· Rubrics are developed by students and teachers based on standards and instruction.

· Awareness Walks are used to assess very specific components of standards-based classrooms.
· On-going formative assessments are common practice.



